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1) Gloucestershire Growth Deal – attachments
 

Attached to this report are the most up to date spreadsheets (up to 31st January 2020) for 
the Growth Deal programme.

These highlight;

i) ‘Forward Look’ – a comprehensive list of all Growth Deal funded projects 
with a focus on their current status. 

ii) ‘Projects Summary’ – a comprehensive list of all Growth Deal funded projects 
that highlights forecasted outputs from each project. 

These documents are also available on GFirst LEP’s website; 
http://www.gfirstlep.com/projects/

2) Growth Deal – ‘Headlines’ (to end of February 2020)

 Growth Hub Network: 
Stroud Growth Hub (SGS College) official opening on March 27th, 2020.  
Forest of Dean Growth Hub (Vantage Point) opening in April 2020.  
Cheltenham Growth Hub opening – Q4 2020.

 Blackfriars and Quayside: All the funding, leverage and follow on 
commitment are having a positive cumulative effect on the development and 
a positive impact on Gloucester overall.  Devon and Cornwall are looking at 
Gloucester to try and emulate the success and the master planning exercises 
in their area and the B&Q scheme is recognized and regarded as a trailblazing 
model.

 Cyber Park (WCTIS): The LEP Board in December approved the funding for 
development of Phases 1 & 2 of the Cyber Park, a total of £11.805m.  
Funding Agreements (MOU) were signed at the end of December.

 Hartpury University Tech to Plate: Project construction is all complete and 
now fully operational.  Officially opened on February 12th, 2020 by Minette 
Batters, NFU President.

 Farm 491: Currently there are 55 active Farm 491 members.  There have 
been 62 additional hires in terms of staff members from these organisations.  
All offices are full, but 3 workshops remain available at Harnhill.
Phase 1 construction programmed for April 2020.  Phase 2 in Summer 2020.

 A40 Innsworth Gateway: Work is currently ongoing to get a funding 
agreement finalised. Detailed design of the scheme has commenced with 

http://www.gfirstlep.com/projects/


drawings submitted to Highways England and GCC as part of the technical 
approval process. 

 Gloucester Railway Station: the LEP has confirmed that the promoter of this 
project will be Gloucester City Council.  

 Merrywalks Shopping Centre: Internal and external improvements to the car 
park is almost complete. The scaffolding has been removed to reveal 
attractive new cladding as well as a striking “living wall” feature which has 
been designed in partnership with a Stroud College student.

 A419 Corridor: Unchartered Severn Trent apparatus has become an issue 
with mitigation plans agreed.  Due to these issues, programmed completion 
is now end of spring 2020. 

 UK:DRIC –  Marketing Gloucester (the promoter of UK:DRIC) has been 
declared insolvent and an appointed liquidator will now begin an 
investigation.
The £400k from the LEP were for capital works carried out to launch the 
UK:DRIC in the Eastgate Shopping Centre.
Constructive conversations have taken place between GFirst LEP and 
Gloucester City Council and the Council have confirmed their intent to 
continue supporting this project.

 St Barnabas Roundabout Project - GCC has confirmed that this £1million 
scheme has been withdrawn. As a result of this, a reallocation process is now 
being undertaken. This will establish how much is available from all sources 
(including the funds available from the withdrawn St Barnabas project), less 
any outstanding commitments, and options developed.  The LEP Board will 
be consulted once this has progressed.

3) EU Inward Investment Programme Activity Report – ‘Invest in Gloucestershire’

This is the collaborative bid with the County Council and the six District Councils supported 
by ERDF European funding to set up a dedicated team to focus on inward investment in the 
county, in particular (non- EU) foreign direct investment.

The overall project value is £1 million with 50% coming via ERDF and is for a period of 3 
years – January 2019 to December 2021.

The focus is on four key sectors; Cyber, Agri-Tech, Advanced Engineering & Manufacturing & 
Renewables.

‘Headlines’ since our last meeting;

11th- 15th November - Agritechnica - Hanover Germany



A delegation of our inward investment team travelled to Hanover, Germany, to attend 
Agritechnica 2019, the world’s number one trade fair for agricultural engineering.

Invest in Gloucestershire, in partnership with the Department for International Trade (DiT), 
hosted a reception at the UK Pavilion, representing the first time DiT has partnered with a 
single LEP to promote the Agri-tech sector.

With over 2,800 exhibitors and 450,000 visitors, Agritechnica is the largest European forum 
for innovation in the agricultural sector. As such, it provided us with a great opportunity to 
promote Gloucestershire’s impressive Agri-tech proposition during the week-long event.

19th/20th November - Food Matters Conference – London 

Our team were at the Food Matters Live Conference and Exhibition in London, a unique 
event that creates cross-sector connections focused on the future of food, drink and 
sustainable nutrition.

The team had the opportunity to explore how the issues raised in the conference and 
seminars are already driving product development in nutritious food and drink. Over 400 
organisations from all over the world took part in the event showcasing the latest 
developments in food and drink innovation, nutrition, health and sustainability. 

7th/8th January - Lamma Conference - NEC Birmingham 

The team attended LAMMA’20, the UK’s biggest show for everything related to agricultural 
machinery, equipment and technology.

The show, run over two days at the NEC, was well attended, with an estimated gathering of  
40,000+ visitors and 700+ exhibitors.

Farm 491, the UK’s leading Agri-Tech incubator space located in Cirencester had a stand at 
the event.

21st January - DiT Retail visit to Gloucester

A delegation from DiT Retail visited Gloucester and were hosted by Gloucester City Council. 
They were given a tour of the UK:DRIC facility and the city centre projects and an overview 
of the future plans within the city. 

MIPIM – the world’s largest property conference in Cannes has been postponed until June 
2020 due to the Corona virus.

Hannover Messe - advanced manufacturing exhibition has also been postponed due to the 
Corona virus until July 13th/17th.

April 20th/24th - Visit to South Korea in partnership with The Honorable Company of 
Gloucestershire.



June 10th/13th - Field days - DiT sponsored Agricultural event in New Zealand

July 20th/24th - Farnborough Air Show 

4) Local Industrial Strategy (LIS)

The consultation on our draft Local Industrial Strategy closed in the autumn. Feedback was 
received from over 200 organisations, either direct or via discussions at our ten Business 
Groups, and the LEP Board considered a report on the feedback at their meeting on 10th 
December. The report set out the key themes emerging from across all the responses 
received and the Board agreed a set of recommendations for revisions to the draft LIS: 

1. Better articulation of the link between gaps in the local labour market and the need 
to attract and retain young talent.

2. Re-drafting of the Foundation chapters with greater reference to how they support 
the Seizing Opportunities sections of Cyber-tech, Agri-tech and Green. 

3. Better articulation of how actions, with SMART outputs, improve productivity, with 
clear linkage to evidence.

4. More about the development and support for talent of all ages e.g. lifelong learning; 
link with flexible working, health and wellbeing, and inclusive growth. 

5. Specific reference to Inclusivity benefits throughout the LIS. 
6. Stronger references to how the LIS will support successful business sectors eg 

Advanced Engineering and Manufacturing.
7. Better articulation of the linkages between the various priorities.
8. Factual and technical corrections. 
9. All appropriate and relevant changes proposed in the consultation feedback. 

The full consultation report can be read at: 
https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2019/local-industrial-strategy-consultation-
report.pdf 

On 10th March, a panel of Government analysts will consider our Five Foundations 
Productivity Evidence Report and a selection of other key documents from our wider LIS 
evidence base. We expect this to result in analytical clearance being given for our LIS to 
proceed towards publication.

We have developed the draft LIS further in light of the above recommendations and are 
working with Government to jointly agree a final version by the end of May. The original 
timeline for Wave 3 LISs (of which ours is one) has elongated as a number of Wave 2 LISs 
have not yet been published by Government. We understand that opportunities are being 
sought for their publication, pending further steers from Number 10. 

 

https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2019/local-industrial-strategy-consultation-report.pdf
https://www.gfirstlep.com/downloads/2019/local-industrial-strategy-consultation-report.pdf


5) New Chair for LEP

The Chair of GFirst LEP, Dr Diane Savory OBE will be stepping down from her role in July this 
year. She will have served 9 years in the role, the maximum time period a chair can stay in 
the role.

A recruitment campaign is now underway to find her successor. Deadline for applications is 
April 30th, 2020. Interviews to take place on May 13th, 2020.

Once the new Chair is in place, the LEP Board will be asked to elect a Vice Chair to replace 
Adam Starkey who also has to stand down after serving the full 9 year term.




